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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS - December 27, 2009  
8:00 & 10:30 Worship and Holy Communion 

The Messenger 
SHADES VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
The house is a mess.  John has just spilled some milk on the kitchen floor.  The cat 
has walked through the milk and is tracking all through the house.  Mary has a slight 
headache.    The ornaments for the Christmas tree are still in the box ready to be 
hung on the Christmas tree.  The Christmas lights are lying on the floor waiting to be 
untangled and placed on the tree.  And there is a knock on the door.  John and Mary 
go to the door tracking the spilled milk with their shoes on the carpet.  They open the 
door.  And surprise.  Their guests have arrived a day early.  These are the guests that 
will stay for a few days in their home.  What would your reaction be to arrival of the 
guests who you were expecting to come the next day?    
 
John and Mary did not slam the door on their guests.  Their house needed to be un-
cluttered and vacuumed, but they did not complain that their house was not ready to 
receive them.  They did not give the excuse that they were not prepared.  They wel-
comed their guests with hugs, kindness, graciousness, and friendly warmth.   Even 
though by all outward appearances they were not prepared to receive guests; what al-
lowed them to welcome their guests was the fact that their hearts were prepared.  It 
did not matter that their house was a mess.  Their hearts were not in a mess. Their 
hearts were filled with love and this love allowed them to welcome their guests with 
enthusiasm.  John and Mary along with their guests had a wonderful time together.  
The guests even helped decorate the Christmas tree with them.  
 
If Jesus were to knock on your door right now how would you receive him?  Would you 
tell him to come back until you got your spiritual house in order?  Would you give 
some excuses and let him know that you wanted to memorize a few more Bible verses, 
wanted to do a few more good deeds, and wanted to have one more prayer?  Would you 
tell Jesus you are not prepared to receive him yet?  Would you tell him your life is 
such a mess right now that it would be great if he could back at a better time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued on next page 



Even though your life may be messed up right now, you do not have to turn your 
back on Jesus. You don’t have to feel ashamed, unworthy, or out of God’s reach.  
You do not have to slam the door in Jesus’ face. If Jesus were to knock on your door 
right now you could receive him with open arms. God has already touched your 
heart with his gentle love. You do not have to take some final exam to prove your 
worth to Jesus Christ. You do not all of a sudden have to try to put on a fake front 
and pretend you are better than you are.  We are all sinners in need of God’s 
mercy, love, and forgiveness. God loves you as you are.    God has acted already to 
redeem you from sin and to restore you to a new life in him through Jesus Christ.   
Jesus Christ, fully divine and fully human, suffered, died, and arose from the dead.  
He has triumphed over sin, death, and the devil; and has promised that in him we 
too shall be victorious over sin, death, and the devil.  He gives you a new fresh 
start each and every day; and he lets you know that you can live with him forever.  
He has forgiven you.  You do not have to impress him by anything you do or say.  
Your good works will not save you and put you in heaven.  You are saved by grace.  
This is the good news.  Renewal and strength will come as you rest back in the lov-
ing arms of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Live each day to the fullest as you experience 
the love and grace of Jesus Christ.  Denise and I wish each and every one of you a 
very blessed and joyous New Year of 2010.  The year of 2010 will be an exciting 
year filled with God’s gifts of grace, forgiveness, love, and hope.   
                                                                                                                                            
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Dan  

Thanks to the 50+ people who attended the Women’s  
Christmas Dinner.  The food was good (Jennifer was the 
cook) and the ornament exchange was humorous (when  

everyone got situated!!)  Members of the Fellowship Team 
and other volunteers worked hard to set up and clean up.  
Johanna Graham stayed with the younger children during  

the night’s activities. 
 

Special thanks go to DORIS HARCHELROAD  
for coordinating the dinner.  

 
Watch for details about our next Fellowship activity 

                             Game night on Friday January 22 
 
 
The Fellowship Team  



Prayer and Share 

Souper Bowl Of CaringSouper Bowl Of CaringSouper Bowl Of CaringSouper Bowl Of Caring    
    

 Youth will be soliciting pledges for an all night “rocking” mara-
thon to raise awareness and money for a local charity in early February.  
They will be joined by youth from Shepherd of the Hills as well as 
churches across the country to collect money for those who are hungry 
and hurting.  In 2009, over 13, 000 groups participated in the Souper Bowl 
of Caring and generated over $10 million dollars.    
 By participating, it shows our youth that God can use them to 
make a difference in the world.  All money collected stays in the Birming-
ham area.  Pleas support our youths efforts by donating in the soup pot 
on Sunday, February 7th. 
 Also, the youth will prepare stone soup for the congregation from 
your food donations.  We will start collecting food for the stone soup on 
Sunday, January 10th.  

 
 

To learn more information about Souper Bowl of Caring,  
visit the web site at www.souperbowl.org.   

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!    
    

Thank you to all who helped to support the Senior High Youth’s Christmas 
Families either by cash donations, or taking an Angel off the tree.   

Overall, 3 families with a total of 10 children were assisted.   
Each child received an outfit & toys.   

And each family was given a ham, turkey with all the trimmings. 
 

What a witness to God’s Command to serve others and help those in need. 

Prayer and Share will be meeting on Tuesday January 5th at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Our discussion topic is the Mennonite Church, the article can be found in your Prayer and 
Share booklet if you would like to read ahead.  Our speaker for this month will be Dr. Colin J. 
Davis, professor of History specializing in Labor History, at UAB.  He will be discussing 
Fisherman’s wives.  Also, lunch will be provided by Eldon Zimmerman.  So, please come and 
join in the fellowship of Prayer and Share.  If you have any questions please contact me at 
663-0544/746-8923.   Heather Turney 

Congratulations to Kate Venable!   
She graduated Summa Cum Laude from  

the University of Alabama  
on December 12th! 

 



Do you know what “epiphany” means?  Have you experienced an “epiphany?”    Do you know 
what happens when the church celebrates Epiphany?  
 
The term epiphany means “a sudden, intuitive perception of or insight into the reality or es-
sential meaning of something, usually initiated by some simple, homely, or commonplace oc-
currence or experience!”  Sometimes we encounter a problem that undoubtedly has a simple 
solution..... but we have trouble finding the answer until one of those “Ah-Ha moments” when 
the solution becomes obvious.  The experience of that Ah-Ha moment can be called an epiph-
any.  
 
In the church, we recognize The Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord as the coming of the Wise 
Men who followed a star and brought precious gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh for the 
Christ child. That was an "Ah-Ha Moment" for them! The mysterious bright star they followed 
led them to the long-promised "ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel" (Matt. 2:6b) and 
they were overwhelmed with joy.  The Wise Men or Magi  were the first Gentiles to reveal to 
the world Jesus was Lord and King; the incarnate Christ.   The Magi's visit confirmed Jesus 
came for all people, for all nations, and that his work would not be limited to only a few.  Old 
Simeon's blessing when Mary and Joseph brought the child to the temple “a light for revela-
tion to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel,” (Luke 2:32) confirmed God's glory had 
come to Israel in a unique way 
 
May the light of the star that long ago led the Wise Men to the Child Jesus, provide guidance 
for our church family in the New Year. Please join us for a candlelight service on Epiphany, 
January 6th at 7:00 pm. as we gather to worship The Light of the World that will never be 
dimmed by darkness and focus on the mission of the church in reaching others by “showing” 
Jesus as the Savior of all people.  When we were welcomed into the Lord's family through the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism, we were admonished to “let your light so shine before others that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  What a wonderful opportu-
nity to begin the walk as a child of the Light for 2010! 

 
I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world.  The star of my life is Jesus. 
In him there is no darkness at all.  The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  



Church Family News . . . 
The Wonders of  a Prayer Shawl 

 

 I noticed her sitting in one of the front rows, several pews in front of me.  
She was an attractive, middle-aged woman, accompanied by a lovely older 
woman who turned out to be her mother.  But she was not your typical SVLC 
attendee as she was attached to a portable oxygen tank.  I introduced myself, 
and over the ensuing weeks, I learned that Claudia was living in a small apart-
ment close to UAB, awaiting a transplant.  Weeks passed, and she attended 
church every week, patiently waiting. 
 In the meantime, I had decided to take up knitting. As I was looking at 
some patterns at a local yarn store, I noticed a pattern for a single prayer 
shawl. It was a great pattern for a first-time knitter, so I bought the yarn and 
needles and started on my project.  After feeling awkwardly comfortable with 
knitting, I started saying simple prayers and easy scripture as I was knitting 
and found myself thinking and praying for Claudia.  So it just seemed appropri-
ate to give my first prayer shawl to her and I had Pastor Jon bless it to give to 
her. She was very happy to accept my Gift. 
 Claudia sent me several notes in the next few months, acknowledging my 
gift, always with the acronym FROG on the note and envelope. She told me this 
stood for ‘Fully Relying On God’ and this was how she was getting through this 
most difficult period of her life.  As the months passed, Claudia became 
weaker, smaller, paler, her breathing more labored and it became a real strug-
gle for her to get around.  But she still attended church every Sunday.  When it 
appeared she could not last much longer, she received the call that she had 
been waiting for and was blessed with a lung.  She recovered at UAB, sending 
me several notes relating her faith and reliance on God and how being 
wrapped in a prayer (and my shawl) had helped her. 
 Claudia eventually went home to Atlanta and was able to live an active 
life filled with joy and thanksgiving and spending lots of time with her grandchil-
dren.  I continued to hear from her, notes always covered in FROG and stickers 
of frogs.  After a year and a half, the notes stopped.  I soon found out that Clau-
dia had died from lung complications, but that she was so thankful for the time 
that she had been given to live a normal life.  I was so sad to hear the news of 
her death, but knew she had tremendous faith and reliance on God.   
 It’s funny how often I see frogs...and how I am always reminded to ’fully 
rely on God’.  If someone with a life threatening disease, awaiting an organ can 
have such faith, it is not such a stretch for me to do the same.  So if a frog hops 
into your path...       
    A message of Spirituality by Cathy O’Sheal 

~~~ Hands On Birmingham ~~~ 
 

Jr. & Sr. High Youth and SVLC Adults are invited to a day of service for the 
greater Birmingham Area on January 18.  Please meet at the  

church and ready to go at 8 am. 
 

Jr. and Sr. High will have a lock-in beginning on Sunday, January 17th at 5:30. 
Area Lutheran Churches will be participating.  Please pick up  

your permission forms in the Breezeway.  
 

Adults are also needed for the lock-in.  Contact Marcia if you are interested. 



Questions and Answers about Lutheran Beliefs 
 The first Wednesday of every month at 6:00 pm.  Pastor Dahl is available to  
answer “Lutheran” belief questions.  This is an informal Q & A for you to invite your friends 
and neighbors who want to know “What are Lutherans?”  THIS IS NOT A MEMBER CLASS but 
rather a place where one can get answers.     
 
The Scandalous Gospel of Jesus 
 This Adult Sunday School class discuss the book, “the Scandalous Gospel of Jesus” by 
Peter Gomes.  Lesson topics include, An offending Gospel, Risk of Nonconformity, Gospel & 
Fear, Gospel & Conflict, Gospel of the Future, Social Gospel, Inclusive Gospel and Gospel of 
Hope.  This class meets in the Luther Room from 9:15-10:15.  Charlie Boyd leads this class.  
 
Deepen your Faith Class 

The “Augsburg Adult Bible Studies” is led by Pastor Dan Dahl.  This Study is every  
Monday from 6:30 -8:00 p.m.  It is a continuous in-depth Bible Study that serves as a source 
of rich spiritual nourishment for all participants.  Contact the church office for more  
information.  
 
Men’s  Breakfast and Bible Study 
 Each month, men of all ages from SVLC get together for a Bible Study that focuses and 
reviews a different book of the Bible.  Join the Men’s Bible Study on the second Tuesday of 
every month at 9:00 am. 
 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
 This is a weekly “Bible study” which begins by viewing and then discussing a movie.   
Join us  as we review the movie and look at how the movie relates to our  faith life.  Class be-
gins at 6:00 - 7:00 pm each week. Please arrive promptly as time is limited for themovie.  
Ellen Brake leads the discussion.  

  
Opening God’s Word 
 Can't fine the perfect time for a Bible Study?  Why not join a informal, small group  
Bible Study designed for the person who is busy but wants to stay “in the word” during the 
week.  Each week, you will receive an E-Newsletter with a specific scripture for reflection  
during the week.  Then in your small group of 2-4 people, once a week you will get together 
at a time that is convenient with your schedule and meet to discuss where you saw God 
through this text and spend time in prayer.  For more information contact Marcia Giordano or 
the church office.  
 
 

 
Church Family Worship on January 3rd  

 
 

Children’s Sunday School resumes on January 10th  
 
 

A special thanks to all who participated and helped  with the Christmas Pageant.   
Your service to others is noted.  

Adult Education Opportunities . . . . 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ryan HuffmanRyan HuffmanRyan HuffmanRyan Huffman        1/11/11/11/1    

Miriam BellisMiriam BellisMiriam BellisMiriam Bellis        1/31/31/31/3    

Pam BoltPam BoltPam BoltPam Bolt            1/31/31/31/3    

Kris DavisKris DavisKris DavisKris Davis            1/31/31/31/3    

Michael GerkpottMichael GerkpottMichael GerkpottMichael Gerkpott        1/51/51/51/5    

Sallie BuchananSallie BuchananSallie BuchananSallie Buchanan        1/71/71/71/7    

Jean SpoorJean SpoorJean SpoorJean Spoor            1/71/71/71/7    

Mitch PlamondonMitch PlamondonMitch PlamondonMitch Plamondon        1/101/101/101/10    

Frank McCoyFrank McCoyFrank McCoyFrank McCoy        1/111/111/111/11    

Chloe PlamondonChloe PlamondonChloe PlamondonChloe Plamondon        1/111/111/111/11    

Lane GrahamLane GrahamLane GrahamLane Graham        1/131/131/131/13    

Lucia HopkinsLucia HopkinsLucia HopkinsLucia Hopkins        1/141/141/141/14    

Carson RehderCarson RehderCarson RehderCarson Rehder        1/151/151/151/15    

Lauren RehderLauren RehderLauren RehderLauren Rehder        1/151/151/151/15    

Darlene LawrenceDarlene LawrenceDarlene LawrenceDarlene Lawrence    1/231/231/231/23    

Everett LawlerEverett LawlerEverett LawlerEverett Lawler        1/241/241/241/24    

Blaine MintonBlaine MintonBlaine MintonBlaine Minton        1/271/271/271/27    
    
    
    

If your birthday is not listed, If your birthday is not listed, If your birthday is not listed, If your birthday is not listed, 
please call the church please call the church please call the church please call the church     

office so we may office so we may office so we may office so we may     
correct the omission!correct the omission!correct the omission!correct the omission!    

LESSONS FOR JANUARY 
 

January 3rd:   
       1st Lesson…...…Jeremiah 31:7-14 
       2nd Lesson……..Ephesians 1:3-14 
       Gospel………..….John 1:10-18 
 

January 6th: Epiphany Service  
      1st Lesson……...Isaiah 60:1-6 
       2nd Lesson……..Ephesians 3:1-12 
       Gospel…………...Matthew 2:1-12 

January 10th:    
     1st Lesson……...Isaiah 43:1-7 
       2nd Lesson……..Acts 8:14-17 
       Gospel…………...Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

January 17th: 
       1st Lesson……..Isaiah 62:1-5 
       2nd Lesson….…1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
       Gospel……….….John 2:1-11 
 

January 24th:   
       1st Lesson….…..Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
       2nd Lesson….....1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
       Gospel………..….Luke 4:14-21 
 

January 31st:  
       1st Lesson….…..Jeremiah 1:4-10 
       2nd Lesson….....1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
       Gospel………..….Luke 4:21-30 

 

Sarah Kezar, Pat Holum, Jean  
Petersen, Shirley Kilgore, Sue 
Weaver, Muriel Tisdale, Emily 
Harrison, Rosealle Schwarz,  

Dorothy Underwood, Else Martin, 
Frank McCoy, and Carol Zier 
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